Syllabus of Updated Course-Curricula

 for 

MS Degree in Agricultural Extension Education 

Submitted by

Department of Agricultural Extension Education

Bangladesh Agricultural University

Mymensingh-2202

July-December Semester

Department of Agricultural Extension Education

Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 501: Development Communication and Information Systems           

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1. Communication and Development: Concepts of development and communication; communication functions; purposes of communication and its importance to extension education; communication as systems approach; levels and patterns of communication; non-verbal communication: concept, types and ways of improving non-verbal cues.
2. Key Elements of Communication: Communication process and models; credibility of source and other factors; message and its characteristics, message organization; message appeals; steps to prepare messages with emotional appeal; categories of channels; reception behaviour of messages; feedback in communication.

3. Interpersonal and Group Communication: Interpersonal communication: common forms, styles, functions and principles; relationship development models and relational patterns; self-disclosure: concept, functions and risks; interpersonal conflict management; group characteristics and types; functions and areas of group communication; fundamentals of social networks and relations; social network analysis; information exchange in networks.
4. Mass Communication: Concept of mass communication; mass communication theories; characteristics of common mass media used in extension work; mass media effects; limitations of mass media in extension communication.
5. Effective Communication: Communication effectiveness; factors and operationalization of communication effectiveness; planning and principles of effective communication strategies; barriers to effective communication; status and problems of communication in extension systems of Bangladesh.
6. Development Communication: Forms and types of communication in development context; key concept and brief history of development communication; development paradigms and role of communication; modes of development communication; strategies for development communication; key issues of development communication in agricultural extension service of Bangladesh.
7. Information System and Information Technology: Concept, components and types of information system; management information systems (MIS): concept and steps in establishing a MIS; Agricultural Knowledge and Information Systems (AKIS); right to information; digital divide: present situation in Bangladesh and bridging strategies; use of information technology in agricultural sector in Bangladesh: present status, problems and challenges.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 503: Research Methods in Behavioural Sciences 

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1. Introduction to Social Research: Concept of research and problem; objectives, types and characteristics of good social research; identification and prioritization of researchable problems, fundamental basis of research planning; subjectivity and objectivity in research.

2. Variables in Research: nature and types of variables and their measurement; identification of variables.

3. Research Questions, Objectives and Hypotheses: Formulation of research questions and objectives of research; concept, importance, nature, types, formulation and test of hypotheses.

4. Measurement and Scaling Techniques: Concept and levels of measurement, meaning of scale and scaling; types of scales, their characteristics and application; scale construction techniques; index measures.

5. Designing of Research: Problem formulation and developing research questions; research designs: meaning, functions, goals, and characteristics of research designs, difference in designing quantitative and qualitative research; mixed-method research approaches, triangulation in social research; developing a good research plan.

6. Sample and Sampling Methods: Population and sample; probability and non-probability sampling; sampling procedure, sample size and its determination.
7. validity and reliability: Concept and types of validity and reliability and their applicability.

8. Methods of Data Collection: Questionnaire and interview schedule; personal interviewing, observation methods, case study, content analysis and projective techniques; participatory methods of data collection.

9. Research Instruments: Concept and types of research instruments; preparation of structured and semi-structured questionnaires and checklists; procedure of interviewing.

10. Statistical Tests: Concept and types of different parametric and non-parametric tests and their uses.
11. Data Processing and Analysis: coding, categorization and tabulation of data; forms of presenting data; interpretation of data; preparation of a research proposal and report; style of writing text, using footnotes, quoting and citation of references.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 505: Extension for Rural Entrepreneurship Development
Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1.
Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurial Behaviour: Concept of entrepreneur and entrepreneurship; distinction between an entrepreneur and a manager; functions, characteristics and typology of entrepreneur; entrepreneurial behaviour and its dimensions; factors affecting entrepreneurial behaviour: layout of entrepreneurial venture: ways of organizing entrepreneurial venture: factors promoting entrepreneurship; opportunities in entrepreneurship development. 

2.
Models and Theories of Agri-entrepreneurship: Concept, need and scope of Agri entrepreneurship; business environment in Bangladesh economy, globalization and emerging business/entrepreneurial issues; constraints in rural entrepreneurship development; role of GOs and NGOs in creating agri-entrepreneurship in rural farming community. 

3.
Extension in Entrepreneurship Development Programmes (EDPs): Concept, objectives, phases and problems of EDPs; criteria for assessment or evaluation of EDPs; role of extension for entrepreneurship development; motivation and entrepreneurship development; influence of cooperatives in rural entrepreneurship development; Extension Community Economic and Entrepreneurial Development program (ExCEED); Small and Medium Entrepreneurship (SME) in agriculture and role of extension services in strengthening agro-based SME.
4.
Public-private Partnership and Joint Venture in Extension Programmes: Importance of public-private partnership; kind and success factors of partnership; concept and characteristics of joint venture; benefits and motives of joint venture extension programmes in public-private partnership and joint venture arena. 

5.
Extension in Women Entrepreneurship: Concept, problems and development of women entrepreneurs; social entrepreneurship; gender issues in entrepreneurship and role of extension services.
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Syllabus for Ms Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. &Title- AGEXT 507: Human Resource Development
Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1. Human Resource Management (HRM): Concept, functions, objectives, principles and importance of HRM; modern trend in HRM; approaches to HRM; human resource policy and its needs; environment of HRM.

2. Human Resource Planning (HRP):

Concept, need and objectives of HRM; process of HRP, strategies for HRP; comprehensive HRP in Bangladesh.

3. Training and Human Resource Development: Concept, types, importance and process of training; features and steps of on-the-job training, training curriculum development: need assessment, task analysis etc.; implementation, monitoring and evaluation of training, co-training/team training. 

4. Effective Management of Human Resources: Concept, objectives, features, methods and models of performance appraisal, factors distorting performance appraisal.

5. Administration and administrative power: Concept and principle of administration; coercive and non-coercive powers, non-coercive methods; concept and process of inspection; field and types of licensing.
6.    Management in Extension Organization: Line and staff authority; the scalar principle; criteria for evaluation of an extension organization; concept and function of management, staffing of an extension organization: job analysis, recruitment, position classification, selection and placement.

7. Supervision in Extension Organization:  Concept, principle and methods of supervising extension organization
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No.  & Title - AGEXT 502: Community- based Resource Management           

Course Status: Practical,   Compulsory
Credit: 1

1. Fundamentals of Resource Management: Concept of resource, natural resource and community property; concept and pertinent issues of management, co-management and community-based management of community properties and natural resources.
2. Resource Management and People: The role of natural resources in rural livelihood system; role of social institutions in natural resource management; population-poverty-natural resource management links; GO-NGO experience of linking local people and natural resource management under different projects and programmes.
3. Major Natural Resource in Bangladesh and their Management: The Sundarban, national forests, haors, hills and coastal areas.
4. Approaches of Community-based Resource Management: Approaches followed by government, national institutions, international development partners and NGOs; reviewing the experience of community based resource management projects.

5. Visit to Focal Areas and Report Preparation: Visit to selected focal areas of community based resource management; data collection by conventional and participatory methods; preparation and presentation of report.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. &Title - AGEXT 517: Food Security and Poverty Reduction
Course Status: Theory,   Elective
Credit: 2

1. Basics of Food Security: Concepts, framework and dimensions of food security; vulnerability and resilience; food insecurity; nutrition and food security; food security at different levels of analysis; time dimension of food security; multi-prolonged approach.

2. Factors Affecting Food Security: food chain and food entitlements; stabilization and   stock management; role of trade; role of aid; political and institutional environment.

3. Measurement and Empirical Evidences: Questions of measurement; nutritional requirements; indirect measurement: norms and measures of intake; direct measures of nutritional status, aggregate household food security index. 

4. Policy options for Food Security: Choice of a policy strategy; safety net programs and food security; self-sufficiency vs food security; Food security, population and environment.

5. Concept of Poverty: Meaning, characteristics, causes, consequences and dimensions of poverty; key issues of poverty: poverty profile, poverty lines, chronic poverty, categories and characteristics of poor, absolute and hard core poor, poverty traps.

6. Dimensions of Poverty: Meaning, types and consequences of inequality, deprivation, social exclusion, vulnerability, powerlessness and ill-being, deprivation trap.

7. Approaches for Poverty Analysis: Approaches to measure poverty, methods for measuring poverty; poverty indices 
8. Indicators of poverty: Meaning, characteristics and types of indicators; Human Development Index (HDI), Human Poverty Index (HPI) and Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

9. poverty reduction Strategies: Concept of poverty reduction and poverty reduction strategy paper (PRSP), different strategies for poverty reduction, rural poverty reduction projects of GOs and NGOs.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 519: Participatory Technology Development 

Course Status: Theory,   Elective
Credit: 2
1. Participatory Technology Development (PTD):  The importance of participation in technology development and extension. Generation technology in the organization; Participatory Technology Development (PTD) process, re-invention of technology. The role of indigenous knowledge and practices in technology development and extension.

2. Tools and Approaches for Participatory Research and Development: Introduction, Tool Kits, Gender Analysis, Stakeholder Analysis, Actor Analysis, Participatory Assessment and Planning (PAP), Participatory Learning and Action (PLA), Participatory Farm Management (PFM)methods, Participatory Rural Communication Appraisal (PRCA),  Rapid Appraisal of Agricultural Knowledge Systems (RAAKS), Participatory Extension Approach (PEA) process and tools, Positive Deviance and steps in adopting the approach.
3. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) Techniques and its Application: Transect Walk, Physical Map, Social Map, Venn Diagram/Chapati Diagram, Institutional Profiles, Seasonal Calendar, Trend Lines/Time Lines, Flow Chart, Matrix Ranking, Problem Analysis Chart, ITK, Preference Ranking, Income and Expenditure Matrices, and Triangulation.
3. Group Formation and Management for Participatory Research and Extension: Farmer Groups, Framer groups (FGs) in extension, Groups and their dynamics, Group formation and development, Planning and implementing group activities, indicators cohesiveness, monitoring and evaluating the role of FGs. Strengthening farmers’ research and extension groups.
4. Preparation of action plan: concept and action plan preparation; participatory planning and management, phases and steps in planning and implementation aspects; process monitoring, participatory evaluation.

5. Participatory Communication Strategy:  Foundation of participatory communication design, participatory design of messages and discussion themes, preparing communication materials; managing the planning and implementation of the communication programme.
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Syllabus for MS Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 521: Market Led Extension

Course Status: Theory,   Elective   Credit: 2

1. Introduction to Market Led Extension: Concept and importance of market led extension, linking agriculture and food industry, paradigm shift from production led extension to market led extension, enhanced role of agricultural extension personnel in light of market led extension.
2. Market Oriented Extension through Agro-processing & Value Addition: Demand driven cropping with particular reference to agriculture, horticulture and allied products, existing rural marketing systems.
3. Market Information Services (MIS): Concept, significance & impact of MIS, farmers’ groups and cooperatives for effective marketing, public private partnership in agricultural extension.
4. Market Intelligence (MI) & Commodity Marketing: Meaning and process of MI, agricultural MI system in Bangladesh & other developing countries, meaning and steps in commodity marketing.
5. Marketing Channels, Networking and Development: Meaning and analysis of agri-marketing; challenges in agricultural marketing channels, role of ICTs in agricultural marketing and networking,  challenges and considerations in setting up organic products marketing in Bangladesh.
6. Global Scenario of Market Led Extension: Market led extension in developed and developing countries: models and challenges.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 523: Agricultural Journalism

Course Status: Theory,   Elective
Credit: 2
1.  Introduction to Journalism: Concept of journalism, principles of modern journalism; ethics, freedom and function of press; social responsibility of press. 

2.  Journalistic Function and Media Orientation: Qualities of a successful journalist, role of a reporter in a newspaper, qualities, duties and responsibilities of a reporter. 
3. Processing Agricultural News: Concept, elements and types of news; news sources; press release, press conference, interviews, news writing, styles and presentation; news analysis, feature and articles; editorials, need of editing: Basic techniques, Proof reading, and editing symbols, writing headlines.  
4.  Radio, TV and Web Jounalism: Radio:  Introduction, characteristics of radio, types of radio programmes, basic principles for radio script writing, radio news, radio adaptation, radio programme production: recording, editing and mixing; TV: Characteristics of television, principles of video production; basic TV production techniques; techniques of script writing, shooting, and video editing; types of camera angles, shots, movements & images, the basics of screen grammar.
5.  Internet & Web Journalism: Introduction, history, evolution and development, services of internet: e-mail, chatting, newsgroups, chat rooms, and bulletin board services etc,
      Fundamentals of internet: WWW, IP, web page, website, search engines. 
      Working of internet: networking and its classification
6.  Press in Bangladesh Agriculture: Role of the press in disseminating agricultural information and related policies in Bangladesh, trends in agricultural information reportage, advertisement and its use in promoting new agricultural inputs, technologies and practices in Bangladesh.
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Syllabus for Ms Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 525:  Extension Strategies for Disaster Management

Course Status: Theory,   Elective
Credit: 2

1. Basics of Disaster Management:  Meaning and concept of disaster, hazard and risk, Types of hazard and disasters, consequences of hazard, disaster relief, disaster recovery, concept disaster management, disaster preparedness.

2. Hazardous Materials Incidents: Disaster mitigation and hazard management, air disasters, managing disaster response operations, public health emergencies.

3. The Reality of Major Disasters in Bangladesh: Making a case for the resiliency of hazard mitigation programs, comparison of hazard mitigation to disaster preparedness, response, and recovery, hazards management versus disaster management, disaster, utilizing disaster models for conducting hazard and risk assessments.
4. Types of hazards/disasters and their consequences and mitigation: Landslide,              flood, drought, earthquakes and tsunami, volcanoes, wildfires.
5. Disaster and social issues: Awareness creation for disaster preparedness, role of community organizations and gender sensitive issues in disaster management.

6. Extension Strategies for Disaster Management: National disaster management policy in Bangladesh; role of extension and extension personnel to mitigate the disasters in Bangladesh.
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Department of Agricultural Extension Education

Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 509: Fundamentals of Rural Development 

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1. Introduction to Rural Development: Concept, scope, importance and objectives of rural development; various approaches to rural development; rural development experiences of some Asian countries - India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
2. Rural Society and Social Institution: Concept, nature and characteristics of rural society; family and rural class structure; rural social problems in Bangladesh.
3. Rural Economy: Concept, nature and characteristic of rural economy; factors affecting rural economy; basic needs of rural economy: housing, health, education, training, drinking water supply, electricity, sanitation, rural roads, transport and communication; agricultural diversification; population; pattern of land holdings; types of agricultural labors and their problems. 

4. Rural Government Institutions: Concept of Union Parishad and Upazila Parishad; structures and functions of Union Parishad and Upazila Parishad in Bangladesh; strengthening of Union Parishad and Upazila Parishad System; rural development administration; community organizations; capacity building of rural people.
5. Rural Development Programs: policies and strategies of rural development; Current status of rural development programs and the emerging challenges; Different projects of GOs and NGOs for rural welfare; Rural employment and poverty reduction programs and their impacts; need based education and training for rural women and youth.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 511: Diffusion and Adoption of Innovations 

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory
Credit: 2

1. Diffusion, Adoption and Innovation: Diffusion and adoption of innovations including models of change, geographical diffusion; lateral diffusion, research-based practice, elements in the diffusion process; innovation and its types, adaptation due to contextual constraints; and the challenges particular to the adoption of technology in educational settings; topics include systems theory; models of change and issues of implementation.
2. Type of innovation: Collective, authority and contingent innovations decisions; Consequences of innovations; desirable or undesirable, direct or indirect, anticipated or unanticipated consequences.
3. Innovation Decision Process: History, elements, decisions, mechanism, rates of adoption; Rogers’ five factors, adopter categories; sample case study; diffusion that failed; heterophily and communication channels; opinion leaders within a social system, organizations; policy diffusion, consequences of adoption: public vs. private;  benefits vs. costs, consequences of adoption of innovation; critique on Rogers’ innovation decision process.
4. Measurement of Adoption: Measuring the extent of adoption by an individual; gap analysis in the technology transfer; the critical mass in the adoption of interactive innovations; group approach for the transfer of technology.
5. Models of Technology Diffusion: Transfer of Technology (TOT) model; modified TOT model, farmers’ first and last (FFL) model; comparison between technology diffusion models. 
6. Research Extension Linkage: Research extension linkage mechanism for technology diffusion and its operation in Bangladesh and other selected Asian countries; role of RRA, PRA, PLA and FFS in technology diffusion.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. &Title - AGEXT 513: Extension Project Management 

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory 
Credit: 2

1. Concept of Project Management: Concept of project and project management; project types; project life cycle; steps in project management.

2. Project Development Procedure: Aspects of project preparation and planning; pre-feasibility and feasibility analysis of projects; major steps in project development; project planning in Bangladesh; development of a project proposal; different types of project proposal; use of logical framework in project development and management.

3. Important Issues of Project Management: Project organization, project formulation and re-formulation, project approval, project implementation, project aid, and project sustainability.

4. Project Appraisal: Concept of project appraisal; types of project appraisal; concept of discounting and interest; project appraisal criteria for commercially and non-commercially operated projects.
5. Project Control: Project scheduling; project network diagrams – critical path methods (CPM) and programme evaluation and review technique (PERT); principles and methods of project network diagramming; public procurement in Bangladesh – Public Procurement Rule (PPR); procurement of goods, works and services under PPR; leadership, communication and coordination in project management system. 
6. Project Monitoring and Evaluation: Project monitoring – concept and methods; project evaluation – concept, types, design and steps; preparation of project evaluation report, project impact assessment methods, participatory monitoring and evaluation.
7. Supervising, Monitoring and Evaluating Agricultural Extension Projects: Conducting farm household baseline studies, benchmark assessment of extension stakeholders, monitoring and assessing project implementation through indicators, evaluating project impacts though output indicators.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 515: Social and Cultural Anthropology

Course Status: Theory,   Compulsory 
Credit: 2

1. Introduction to Social Anthropology: Concept of anthropology and social anthropology; methods in social anthropology 

2. Social Anthropology and tits Relations with Agricultural Extension: Individuals, group and society, social organizations, social institutions, social structure, family and marriage, capitalism, states and social stratification, social stratification and power, system of knowledge in society.

3. Introduction to Cultural Anthropology: Concept of culture and cultural anthropology; aspects of cultural anthropology
4. Cultural Anthropology and their Relationships with Agricultural Extension: Societies and culture in contact, cultural relativism, cultural change and anthropology, belief system, moral system, caste, race and ethnicity.

5.   Anthropology and Development: Contributions of anthropology to modern development, relationship between anthropology and public policy.
6. Social and Cultural Change: Concept, characteristics and sources and factors/causes of social and cultural change; migration and change; obstacles in the process of rural social and cultural change; land reforms problems; need of people’s participation in rural social and cultural change; measures for strengthening people’s participation; meaning of empowerment, economic, political, social and cultural empowerment.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 504: Orientation to Rural Development Programmes
Course Status: Practical,   Compulsory
Credit: 1

1. An Introduction to Important Rural Development Programmes: List of rural development programmes and their activities; challenges to implement development the programmes in rural areas.   

2. Approaches to Rural Development Programmes: Identification of different approaches for rural development in Bangladesh along with their advantages and limitations. 

3. Local People’s Involvement in Rural Development Programs: Analyzing the strategies followed by the different development organizations/institutions to involve local people in development programmes.

4. Role of Rural Development Programmes: Exploring the role of rural development programmes for  reducing poverty, enhancing food security, maintaining environment and empowering poor people.

5.  Visit Rural Development Institutions/Organizations: Visit to national level rural development institutions and understanding their activities and on-going programmes.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education
Course No. and Title - AGEXT 527: Group Dynamics and Rural Leadership
Course Status: Theory,   Elective 
Credit: 2

1.  Group Dynamics: Concept of group dynamics;  group dynamics and frame​work for the study of group action; human wishes and reasons for group affiliation; group failure and problem solving steps; under-participation and blocks to participation, adjustment to blocks and group techniques for getting effective participation.
2. Group Development: Structure, size, functions, role and status of group members; maintenance behaviors, self-interest behaviors of group members, factors of group development. 
3. Rural Leadership: Concept of leader, leadership and rural leadership; utilization of leaders in rural development, development of rural leaders, coordination among different types of rural leaders; problems in approaching local leaders in extension work.

4. Planned Change: Concept of planned change and its phases; change forces, resistance forces and interference.
7. Rural Leadership and Community Development: Concept of community, community development and community empowerment; factors of community development; importance of rural leadership in community development; utilization and motivating rural leadership in community development; understanding case studies from the experiences of GOs and NGOs. 
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 529: Sustainable Agricultural Development  

Course Status: Theory      Elective   Credit: 2 
1. Environmental Aspects of Agricultural Development: Concept of environment - biophysical and social, environmental indicators for agriculture, environmental critiques and agricultural development linkage.

2. Environmental and Social Costs of Farm and Farming Systems Development: The concepts, characteristics of environmental impacts; national and international perspectives of landscape change, soil degradation, water quality deterioration and desertification; need of environmental impact assessment (EIA) for agricultural development. 
3. Sustainable Agricultural Development (SAD): Concepts, contradictions, elements and characterization of SAD; difference between conventional and SAD.

4. Technological Innovations for Sustainable Agricultural Development (SAD): Scope and constraints for the development of sustainable agriculture in Bangladesh. Concepts and prospects of following interventions for SAD development: Integrated Crop Management (ICM), Integrated Plant Nutrient System (IPNS), Indigenous Technical Knowledge (ITK), organic farming and biotechnology.

5. Political Ecology of Sustainable Agricultural Development (SAD): Dynamics of social and natural resource management; state and local response to degradations.

6. Policy Role in Sustainable Agricultural Development (SAD): Sustainability and public policy; land use and farm size categories in sustainable agriculture; research and extension agenda for SAD.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 531: Gender Sensitization for Development 

Course Status: Theory,   Elective    Credit: 2
1. Concept of Gender: Gender terminology; concept of patriarchy and gender stereotypes; gender roles; gender division of labor; gender needs; gender disparity and gender based violence in bangladesh, women’s human rights.
2. gender analysis: Concept, need, objectives and guidelines for gender analysis; gender analysis tools and techniques; gender analysis in agriculture; intra-household resource distribution.
3. Gender Policy Approaches: Major policy approaches to gender and development, gender mainstreaming; gender action plan; gender budgeting; guidelines for incorporating the gender approach into rural development projects. 
4. Women Empowerment: concept of Human Development Index (hdi), Gender Development Index (gdi) and Gender Empowerment measure (gem); concept of power, empowerment and women’s empowerment; features, dimensions and levels of women’s empowerment; conceptual frameworks for analyzing women’s empowerment; measuring women’s empowerment; strategies and mechanisms of empowering women; government machineries for empowering women.

5. Rural Women Empowerment: Rural women and their participation in household and community decision-making; rural women’s vvulnerability and capacity to cope with different shocks; rural women entrepreneurship and its role in economic development; public-private partnership for economic empowerment of rural women; different projects of GOs and NGOs for empowering rural women; capacity building for rural women.
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Syllabus for M.S. Degree in Agricultural Extension Education

Course No. & Title - AGEXT 533: Distance Education 

Course Status: Theory,   Elective
Credit: 2

1.  Distance Education: Concept, Philosophy and characteristics of distance education; Significance of distance education; evolution and historical view of distance education; scope and difficulties of distance education. 

2. Dimensions of Distance Education: non-formal education, continuing education; education by correspondence; forms and systems of distance and open education, modes of teaching and learning in distance education; methods of distance education; significance of distance education in teacher education.

3.  Planning Distance Education: A systems approach, student learning, course planning, target groups; barriers to learning in distance education; planning and management of networked learning.
4. Educational Technology in Distance Education: Application of information and educational technologies in distance education; development of course and course material; management of resources, processes, forms of instructional material in distance education and media development and production in distance education; video classroom strategy in distance education; strategies for maximizing the reach; services to students, programme evaluation; performance indicators and quality assessment.
5. Web-based Distance Education: Practice of web-based distance education in international and national institutions; web-based distance education for tertiary education (university degrees) – present status, problems and potentials in Bangladesh; developing extension educators through web-based distance education.
6. Distance Education in Practice: Visit to the university which is implementing the distance education programmes; detailed study of their programme in relation to educational technology, methodology; curriculum development, evaluation and assessment; exercise on development of curriculum for distance education exclusively for farming community.
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